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_ownsizing from a family home on a large suburban
lot to a garden home means less maintenance. But it
can also mean less privacy. Birmingham, Alabama,

residents Judy and Jim Carns didn’t let narrow lot lines infringe on
their planned lifestyle change. Instead, they built a home with a
walled garden that offers plenty of seclusion as well as an enchant-
ing setting that never fails to delight guests.

When the couple moved in, they had little more to work with
than a brick patio and Birmingham’s red clay soil. Enlisting garden
designers Max Garcia and David Swindal, Judy
sanctuary, and a garden that looked as if it had always been there.
“Even though our house is new, it has an old-world ambience that
sets the tone for the gardens,” she says.
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varied their treatments, adding brick, fountains, planters, niches,
and tall foundation plants.”

At the home’s entrance, a loggia opens onto the front garden. A
row of ‘Emerald Green’ arborvitae blocks the street view. Another
wall covered in creeping fig ivy overlaid with a crisscross trellis of
‘Confederate Jasmine’ separates the courtyard from the neighbors.
A burbling fountain drowns out street noise.

Back loggia X

Patio garden /
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Potted asparagus
ferns and geraniums
ir the front courtyard Surrounding the fountain, hedges of clipped ‘Winter Gem’ box-

wood frame beds filled with Judy’s favorite hues of purple, pink, and
lime green. A spray of ‘New Dawn’ roses cascades from the center
arch of the loggia. “The blooms are magnificent,” says Swindal.
“Even when they fall, they create the most exquisite pale pink car-
pet. You have to cherish them to the very last petal.”

An antique iron gate accesses a 5-foot-wide alley that leads to the
rear loggia and garden. Dense with ferns, hostas, and impatiens, the
border of the sandstone path brims with blooms and texture. “This is
my favorite part of the garden,” says Judy. “It reminds me of a narrow

alleyway in Charleston, South Carolina. The front garden reminds me

B of Tuscany—though I have never been there,” she adds with a laugh.
: “The back garden recalls New Orleans and Savannah.”

Much like these old cities, the garden evolved without any strict

A - plan. “Judy would see something in abook, or we would have an idea

and we would make it happen from there,” Swindal says. “I'm the



dreamer, and Max is the one with the skill to make things happen.”
So Garcia and Swindal worked to fill the back courtyard with South-
ern ambience. “Because of the tight constraints of the lot and the
height of the walls, interior windows looked straight out to the bare
stucco walls, so we also had to create a view,” notes Garcia.

Filling the void, water splashes into an aquatic garden brimming
with lotus and lilies. An arbor offers a shady spot along the back
wall. “My garden is a mix of formal and casual,” explains Judy. “I
love the casualness of black-eyed Susans and sunflowers combined
with elegant and dazzling tropicals like orchids and mandevillas.”

From every vantage, there is something to behold. Judy enjoys the
comfort of the loggia, and the front garden’s stone bench is “my little
private place where I enjoy meditating and just being still and quiet.”
Sometimes, she steps out onto the roof of her second story just to take
it all in. “You can see the whole garden from up there,” she says. &
Garden designers: Max Garcia and David Swinda gartenies o
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Details

WHERE Birmingham,
Alabama
CONDITIONS The red
clay was replaced with
fill dirt and topsoil
CLIMATE Humid and
subtropical with

hot summers and
mild winters
HIGHLIGHTS Walled
courtyard gardens
connected by a
narrow alley, plus
two fountains and

a wide variety of
plantings and
ornaments that offer
year-round interest.
A multitude of
containers—big and
small—allows the
owner to experiment
with different plant
combinations and
change out seasonal
color on a whim.
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